has to be undergone. The present position as it appears
to an Indian, for whom Tagore, Gandhiji and Nehru's
lives ha\e a meaning, is simply this: Apart from the
fact that Man in the West is known to be a victim of the
order inherited, the moral stature of the Indian, and of
every freedom-loving, self-sacrificing man in the East,
has definitely increased by suffering. That being so,
the chances for mutual understanding are, to say the
least, not overridden by the short-term facts of mastery
and sla\ery. Equivalent events* have occurred there and
here, in all occupied zones, and they draw the dispossess-
ed nearer than before. Probably, in these spheres some law
of equilibrium operates by which men and women in all
lands approximate to an average level of conduct and
aspirations. That level has quite often been low, vide
the previous schemes of hegemony, World Order, New
Order, etc. But it has sometimes been, and may as well
be. kept high by earnest efforts to halt the downward
pull and help the upward rush. Man in the West is
now bent upon countering the drag, while Man in India,
and in the East, is equally resolved to raise his status and
to function in equality on higher reaches. An Indian
nurtured in the traditions of the West and revolting
against its avarice, lust of power and superciliousness, but
natured in the sap of Indian culture and resenting its low
vigilance, cannot but feel that the complement of a chast-
ened West isT an awakened India, aye, a resurgent East.
Dr Aronson's volume fortifies my faith that though the
West fleeces the East and the East allows itself to be
fieeced, the days at Man either in the West or in the East
arc not yet over. There are long stretches to cover, other
levels to be reached, wider rythtns to be achieved. This
4fmtnic theme is implicit in these pages.